PLAGUE AND FAMINE

plundered and to pay compensation for everything burnt.
But he proved faithless to his word, and before the three
days had elapsed fled with his army and crossed the Rann,
hotly pursued by the Nawanagar forces, who succeeded
in capturing the whole of his baggage. The next day a
force of British and the Gaekwad's troops arrived under
Colonel Crutchley, who crossed the Rann and pursued the
Kaehh army as far as Kotara, after which they returned.
Fateh Mahomed died shortly afterwards, and in the
following year Jam Jasaji also died, being succeeded in
Nawanagar by his brother Sataji, who had for some time
been living under the protection of the British and the
Gaekwad at Amreli.

Kathiawad was devastated by famine through want of
rain in A.D. 1813, which disaster was put down to a comet
being seen for nearly four months earlier in the year;
while in A.D. 1814 an epidemic of some unknown nature
attacked the province, of which many people died. The
chroniclers of the time describe this mysterious malady
as a pestilence, but there can be little doubt that plague,
possibly for the first time, made its appearance within
the peninsula.

Intrigue now began to play a large part in guiding the
affairs of Kathiawad, and two rival parties appear to
have come into existence, the one supporting Dewan
Raghunathji, and the other favouring his enemy, Dewan
Vithal Rao of Baroda. Sundarji Shavji, the British native
Agent, and an influential person under the conditions
then pervading the province, was a partisan of Dewan
Vithal Rao. Feeling between the two parties ran high,
each trying hard to effect the downfall of the other. Thus
it happened that in A.D. 1815 an officer in the employ of
Nawab Bahadur Khan, by name Jamadar Mukhasam,
who was an adherent of Dewan Vithal Rao, entered one
day the Rang Mahal palace at Junagadh, and attempted
to lay violent hands on the Nawab. Before any harm
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